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Understanding the role of wild waterbirds in transmission of avian
influenza

Understanding the role of wild waterbirds in transmission of avian influenza remains
a daunting research challenge. Since the first major epizootic in waterbirds occurred
at Qinghai Lake in 2005, an increased focus on waterbirds in the Asian Flyways has
increased our understanding of their ecology and movements. However, we have not
been able to use that understanding to reduce the likelihood of transmission and
outbreaks. In addition, research studies with a fully-integrated, eco-virological
approach have been uncommon, partly because of the difficulty communicating and
working across disparate disciplines. In this presentation, I'll discuss waterbirds of
the Asian Flyways, the efforts to understand their ecology and movements, and the
potential of altering transmission risks with rapid changes in land use and climate.
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