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Influenza surveillance in China after the emergency of COVID-19

2020 is bound to be an important year in the annals of human infectious diseases. After
the emergence of COVID-19 pandemic, seasonal influenza virus activity or reported
activity rapidly decreased in many countries in the world, fewer viruses were available for
characterization than in previous year. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact on
influenza activity, however, outbreaks caused by B-Victoria lineage virus were sporadically
reported especially since March 2021, with increased influenza positive rates in several
provinces in China, indicating the circulation of this virus although at a lower level than
winter season in previous years. What’s more, human infections with zoonotic influenza
virus were more frequently reported to WHO, including avian influenza viruses (H5NS6,
HION2), and swine influenza viruses (H1IN1, H3N2). The impact of this current relatively low
influenza virus circulation on influenza activity in coming seasons is unknown, pandemic
threat from emerging influenza virus still exists. Due to this uncertainty, it is imperative to
maintain continuous global influenza surveillance.
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